
SYLLABUS 
PHI 2040 

Philosophy of Religion 
 
 
Dr. Sergio Gallegos 
Spring 2015 
Office: Central Classroom 307J 
Office Hours: M & W 11:00AM to 1:30PM 
Email: sgalle36@msudenver.edu 
Office Phone: 303-556-5237  
 
Required Texts: 
 
Brian Davies (ed.), Philosophy of Religion. A Guide and Anthology. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Additional readings (marked with ‘*’) will be made available through Blackboard  
  
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon successful completion of this course the student should be able to: 

1. a. Identify central philosophical topics and problems, especially those of a continuing nature in 
philosophy of religion and theology. 
b. Locate and recognize relevant sources that address these topics and problems   
c. Apply key terminology and technical vocabulary unique to philosophy, including biographical 
information and historical detail as relevant. 

2. a. Discuss possible answers and proposed techniques to address philosophical problems through 
the use of persuasive and well-reasoned arguments. 
b. Review alternate solutions that may involve either the reformulation or the rejection of the 
problems consideration through the use of persuasive and well-reasoned arguments. 

3. a. Apply some theoretical considerations to either history or practice. 
b. Recognize the claims of philosophy in contradistinction to those of theology and religion. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This is a basic course in philosophy that is designed to introduce students to 
different philosophical problems that arise in philosophy of religion. This course covers fundamental 
questions such as “Why should one believe in God?”, “Can we prove the existence of God?”, “If God, can 
we meaningfully talk about it?”, “If God exists, what is its nature?” Important cultural achievements, in the 
form of original works, will be emphasized.  (The course satisfies the requirement for the Minor in 
Religious Studies)  

We will present and critically evaluate in this semester the responses of certain philosophers from different 
periods to some fundamental questions such “Why should one believe in God?”, “What is the best form 
that a society can adopt to make its members good?” and “What are the moral obligations that individuals 
have vis-à-vis the state (and vice-versa)?” In line with the student learning objectives, we shall appeal to 
the thinkers to learn about the nature of philosophical reflection on certain issues in philosophy of religion 
and to get some sense of how an intellectual tradition is sustained and extended as different thinkers in that 
tradition respond to the thought of their predecessors. 

 

 

 
Grading for the Course: 

First research paper (4-5 pages): Due February 24th (40% of your grade) 
Take-home midterm-exam: March 31st (20% of your grade) 
Second paper (4-5 pages): Due on Finals’ week at exact date TBD (40% of your grade) 
Note: You may rewrite your first paper for a higher grade. The deadline for the re-write is April 21st. 
 



Grades will be determined as follows: 
A: 94-100 
A-: 90-93 
B+: 86-89 
B: 84-85 
B-: 80-83 
C+: 76-79 
C: 74-75 
C-: 70-73 
D: 60-69 
F: 0-59 
 
Important policies about grading 
 
1.   WITHDRAWING FROM THE COURSE 

 
Withdrawal (W): 

• The Withdrawal (W) notation is assigned when a student officially withdraws from a course via 
ConnectU after the drop deadline (census date) and before the withdrawal deadline posted in the 
2014-15 Academic Calendar: http://www.msudenver.edu/events/academic/. 
Deadlines differ proportionally for courses offered during part of a semester, including late-start and 
weekend courses. Students should refer to the Student Detail Schedule via ConnectU to review drop 
and withdrawal deadlines for individual courses. When a student withdraws from a course, no academic 
credit is awarded. The course remains on the student’s academic record with a “W” notation and counts 
toward the student’s attempted hours. The course is not calculated in the student’s GPA or quality points. 
After the withdrawal deadline, students may not withdraw from a course and will be assigned the grade 
earned based on the course syllabus. 
 
Administrative Withdrawal (AW):  

• The Administrative Withdrawal (AW) notation is assigned when a student, or representative, requests to 
be withdrawn from a course due to unforeseen or extenuating circumstances beyond the student’s 
control. When the “AW” notation is assigned, no academic credit is awarded. The course remains on the 
student’s academic record with an “AW” notation and counts toward the student’s attempted hours. The 
course is not calculated in the student’s GPA or quality points. 

Students may request an administrative withdrawal from the Office of the Registrar after the drop 
deadline (census date) posted in the 2014-2015 Academic Calendar. Deadlines differ 
proportionally for courses offered during part of a semester, including late-start and weekend 
courses. Students should refer to the Student Detail Schedule in ConnectU to review drop 
deadlines for individual courses. 

Although requests are evaluated on a case-by-case basis, examples include the death of an 
immediate family member, serious illness or medical emergency, or other life-altering event. The 
student must provide supporting documentation to substantiate the request. 

Students who request an administrative withdrawal may also request a tuition refund by filing an 
Undergraduate Tuition and Fees Appeal through the Office of the Bursar. 

• This policy is included in the online University Catalog in the Academic Policies and Procedures 
section: 
 http://catalog.msudenver.edu/content.php?catoid=13&navoid=502 



 
2.  INCOMPLETE POLICY 
 
The Incomplete (I) notation may be assigned when a student, who was achieving satisfactory progress in a 
course and who had completed most class assignments, is unable to take the final examination and/or did 
not complete all class assignments due to unusual circumstances such as hospitalization or disability. 
Incomplete work denoted by the Incomplete “I” notation must be completed within one calendar year or 
earlier, at the discretion of the faculty member. If the incomplete work is not completed within one year, 
the “I” notation will convert to an “F.” Students must have completed at least 75% of the course work to 
qualify for consideration for an incomplete. The student must be passing the course in order to be granted 
an incomplete. The course counts toward the student’s attempted hours, does not count toward earned 
hours, and is not calculated in the GPA or quality points until a grade is posted. 
 
Determination of eligibility does not guarantee that an incomplete will be granted. Students who do meet 
the qualifications may request an incomplete from the faculty member who is teaching the course. The 
decision to grant an incomplete is up to the faculty member or at the department chair’s discretion. The 
decision to grant an incomplete as an accommodation based on a student’s disability shall be made by the 
faculty member or the department chair, if the faculty member is not available, in consultation with the 
Director of the Access Center. 
 
If an incomplete is granted, the student and instructor should fill out and sign an Incomplete Agreement 
form to clarify what the student needs to do to complete the course. 
 
Graduating seniors may not graduate with an “I” on their MSU Denver academic record if: 
 

• The course in which the “I” was assigned is required for graduation, or  
• a “D” or “F” assigned for that course would result in an overall GPA less than 2.00.  

 
In order for an “I” to be changed to a letter grade, the incomplete work must be completed for the course 
for which the student originally registered. The student should NOT re-enroll for the same course, unless 
intending to retake the entire course. In this case, the student will pay tuition and fees. 
 
3. ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
 
Academic dishonesty is a serious offense at the University because it diminishes the quality of scholarship 
and the learning experience for everyone on campus.  An act of Academic Dishonesty may lead to 
sanctions including a reduction in grade (up to and including a permanent F for the course), probation, 
suspension, or expulsion.  Academic dishonesty includes cheating, fabrication, and plagiarism, submitting 
the same paper or work for more than one class, and facilitating academic dishonesty.  For definitions and 
more information, see the Student Engagement and Wellness website:  
 
http://www.msudenver.edu/studentengagementandwellness/studentconductandconflictresolutionservices/st
udentconductservices/academicintegrity/academicdishonesty/ 
 
If you have any doubts or questions regarding what kind of sources you may use for your 
assignments or how you should use them, I strongly encourage you to discuss them with me before 
turning your assignments in. 
 



4.  MSU DENVER POLICY STATEMEMT ON SEXUAL HARRASSMENT, GENDER-
BASED DISCRIMINATION AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE 

 
Title IX addresses sexual harassment, gender-based discrimination and sexual violence. Sexual violence 
includes attempted or completed rape or sexual assault, as well as sexual harassment, stalking, voyeurism, 
exhibitionism, verbal or physical sexuality-based threats or abuse and intimate partner violence. Title IX is 
helpful as it aims to create educational environments absent from all forms of sex discrimination.  Students 
may report incidents in which the alleged perpetrator is a student to the Deputy Title IX 
Coordinator/Assistant Dean & Student Conduct Officer by calling 303.556.3559 or by going to Tivoli 311.  
 
If the alleged perpetrator is an MSU Denver employee, visitor to campus or a non-student, please report the 
incident to the Title IX Coordinator/Executive Director of Equal Opportunity & Assistant to the President, 
by calling 303.556.4746 or by visiting the Student Success Building, #440.  
 
Students who wish to make a criminal report of an incident should contact Auraria Police by calling 
303.556.5000 or 911 on campus or other appropriate law enforcement agency if the incident occurred off 
campus. 
 
5. MSU DENVER POLICY STATEMENT ON STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 
Metropolitan State University of Denver is an equal opportunity employer; applications from minorities 
and women are particularly invited. Metropolitan State University of Denver does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, creed, national origin, sex, age, sexual orientation or disability in admissions or access 
to, or treatment or employment in, its educational programs or activities. Inquiries concerning the 
University grievance procedures may be directed to the designated MSU Denver officials. Inquiries 
concerning Title VI and Title IX may be referred to: 
 
Dr. Percy Morehouse, Jr. 
MSU Denver Office of Equal Opportunity 
Campus Box 63, P.O. Box 173362 
Denver, CO 80217-3362 
Ph: 303-556-4746 
 
Inquiries concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or 504 may be referred to: 
 
Mr. Lloyd Moore 
Faculty & Staff ADA Coordinator 
MSU Denver 
Campus Box 47 
P.O. Box 173362 
Denver, CO 80217-3362 
Ph: 303-556-8514 
 
Mr. Steve Monaco 
Student ADA Coordinator 
Ph: 303-556-3881 
 
Mr. Greg Sullivan 
Director Access Center 
MSU Denver 
Campus Box 56 
P.O. Box 173361 



Denver, CO 80217-3361 
Ph: 303-556-8387 
 
Otherwise, all inquiries may be referred to the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, 1244 
Speer Boulevard, Denver, CO 80204, 303-844-3723. 
 
6. CLASS ATTENDANCE ON RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 
 
Students at MSU Denver who, because of their sincerely held religious beliefs, are unable to attend classes, 
take examinations, participate in graded activities or submit graded assignments on particular days shall, 
without penalty, be excused from such classes and be given a meaningful opportunity to make up such 
examinations and graded activities or assignments provided that advance written notice that the student will 
be absent for religious reasons is given to the faculty members during the first two weeks of the semester. 
 
Nothing in the paragraph above shall require MSU Denver faculty members to reschedule classes, repeat 
lectures or other ungraded activities or provide ungraded individualized instruction solely for the benefit of 
students who, for religious reasons, are unable to attend regularly scheduled classes or activities. However, 
presentations, critiques, conferences and similar activities involving individual students shall be scheduled 
to avoid conflicts with such students’ religious observances or holidays provided that reasonable advance 
notice of scheduling conflicts is given to faculty members.  Because classroom attendance and participation 
is an important aspect of learning, MSU Denver students should not register for courses if regularly 
scheduled classes or activities routinely conflict with their religious observances or holidays (e.g., conflicts 
resulting in weekly absences for an entire semester). Any MSU Denver student who believes that an MSU 
Denver faculty member has violated this policy is entitled to seek relief under Section V of the MSU 
Denver Equal Opportunity Grievance Procedure. 
 
7. STUDENT EMAIL POLICY 
 
Electronic communication (i.e., email and personal portal announcements) is a rapid, efficient and cost-
effective form of communication. Consequently, reliance on electronic communication is expanding among 
students, faculty, staff and administration at MSU Denver. Because of this increasing reliance and 
acceptance of electronic communication, forms of electronic communication have become in fact the 
means of official communication to students, faculty and staff within MSU Denver. This policy 
acknowledges this fact and formally makes electronic communication an official means of communication 
for the University. 
 
For more details on the Electronic Communication Policy, visit  
 
http://www.msudenver.edu/handbook/generaluniversitypolicies/#Electronic_Communication_Policy  
 
Important notes regarding written assignments: 
 
Students are responsible to submit assignments on time. Written assignments (whether papers or exams) 
must bear the 900# of their author, have their pages numbered and be stapled. 
Students are required to submit a hard copy of their graded assignments. Electronic submissions by e-mail 
will only be allowed for purposes of providing proof of timely submission, but will not be considered as 
fulfilling the assignment. It is the responsibility of students to provide a hard copy of their assignments to 
the instructor at their earliest convenience.   
In case of late submissions, I reserve the right to accept the assignment. In addition, if I accept a late 
assignment, a grade deduction will be applied (a full letter grade per day). 



I do practice ‘blind grading’ in order to eliminate possible bias, so please do not put your names on any of 
the written assignments: only your 900#. After I finish grading, I will match your 900# with your names. 
 
Important notes regarding timeliness and attendance: 
 
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class. If you do not respond to your name being called, 
you will be marked absent. 
If you show up late, it is your responsibility to remind me at the end of class to modify the record from 
“absent” to “late”. No changes will be allowed subsequently. 
Constant absences and lateness (whether excused or unexcused) will impact your final grade. Any three 
instances of lateness will be considered an absence. After four absences, your final grade will drop a full 
letter grade. After six absences, your final grade will drop two letter grades. After eight absences, you will 
automatically fail the course. 
Though I will keep records of your presence in class and your timeliness, I will not remind you how many 
absences or instances of lateness you have accumulated. 
In case of absence, you are responsible for the material covered during the class period missed.  
 
Classroom Behavior Policy: 
 
Disruptive and disrespectful behavior will be identified, warned and, if it continues, penalized 
appropriately.  Respectful and non-disruptive behavior includes: 
 
*Coming to class on time and not leaving early; informing Dr. Gallegos if you must leave early 
*Coming to class prepared; being prepared means carefully reading the material by the assigned date. Even 
if you have difficulty with it, still engage with the material 
*Asking thoughtful questions based on lecture, readings, and discussion 
*Talking during class only when called upon or during class discussion by raising your hand. 
*Keeping class discussion on topic rather than talking about your neurotic boss, dog, boyfriend, or 
girlfriend 
*Not eating in class, though it is acceptable to drink water or coffee 
*Listening to Dr. Gallegos or your classmates, and not your IPods, etc. 
*Putting your cell phone on silent, and if you forget, not answering it if it rings during class; No texting!!! 
(I have to put this in bold because some students will still do this despite this warning; if you do this, you 
will be immediately asked to leave) 
*Not reading the newspaper, magazines, or other coursework 
*Not behaving in ways that threaten or disparage other students or Dr. Gallegos 
*Staying awake and paying attention during class 
*If you are not prepared to do the above, stay home! 
 
I strongly discourage the use of electronic devices such as laptops or tablets in class, but they are permitted. 
However, all audio functions must be turned off--this includes putting devices on "silent" rather than 
"vibrate." Students using devices during class time that result in a distraction or disruption to other students 
will be asked to leave. Recording devices, unless given explicit permission by the instructor, are not 
permitted. 
 
A number of recent studies have suggested that students tend to learn better with handwritten notes than by 
typing. Moreover, students (and people in general) tend to vastly overestimate the efficacy of, and their 
ability to, multitask. Distractions such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Youtube, or whatever favorite 
online distractions happen to be, draw important attention away from class discussions and information 
retention. Please don't divide your attention. You have my undivided attention during class time, please 
give me yours in return. 
 
If you choose to bring technology to class, use it responsibly. Use it to look up words you don't know, 
check facts discussed in class, quickly search through an electronic reading, and so on. These are all good 
uses of technology in class 
 



 
Reading Schedule: 
 
Philosophy can be very difficult reading. Take your time to slowly and carefully read the material by the 
following date (if this becomes too unwieldy, we’ll modify it). 
 
January, T. 20th: Course introduction 
Th. 22nd: Aquinas, Faith and Reason in Harmony, pp. 25-31  
T. 27th: W. Clifford, The Ethics of Belief (*)  
Th. 29th: A. Flew, The Presumption of Atheism, pp. 36-41 
February T. 3rd: W. James, The Will to Believe (*) 
Th. 5th: A. Plantinga, Religious Belief as Properly Basic, pp. 42-59  
T. 10th: A. Plantinga, Religious Belief as Properly Basic, pp. 59-82. Topics for first paper assigned. 
Th. 12th: Special class “How to write a Philosophy paper”.  
T. 17th: A. Plantinga, Religious Belief as Properly Basic, pp. 83-94 
Th. 19th:  N. Kretzmann, Evidence and Religious Belief, pp. 80-92 
T. 24th: Augustine. How believers find talk of God Puzzling and Pseudo-Dyonisius, The Mystical 
Theology, Chap. 5. (*) First Paper due 
Th. 26th: W. Alston, Ineffability (*) 
March T, 3rd: H. Putnam, On Negative Theology (*) 
Th. 5th: A. Kenny, Worshipping an unknown God (*) 

T. 10th: Jonathan Jacobs, The Ineffable, Inconceivable and Incomprehensible God: Fundamentality and 
Apophatic Theology (*)  
Th. 12th: Sergio Gallegos, How to be a Divine Ineffabilist (*) 

T. 17th: Anselm and Gaunilo, pp. 311-326 
Th. 19th: Descartes and his critics, pp. 327-336 List of questions for take-home midterm distributed 
T. 24th: Spring break. No classes scheduled. 
Th. 26th: Spring break. No classes scheduled. 
T. 31st: I. Kant. A classic repudiation of ontological arguments, pp. 335-341.Take-home midterm exam 
due.  
April, Th. 2nd: A. Plantinga, A contemporary defense of ontological arguments, pp. 342-352. 
T. 7th: T. Morris, A Modern Discussion of Omnipotence, pp. 402-414 
Th. 9th: Aquinas, Why think of God as Ominpotent?, pp. 415-421 
T. 14th: R. Swinburne, Miracles (*) 
Th. 16th: D. Hume, On Miracles (*) 
T. 21st: Aquinas. Why ascribe knowledge to God?, pp. 446-455 First paper rewrite due (optional) 
Th. 23rd: Boethius, Omniscience and Human Freedom: a classical discussion, pp. 456-464 
T. 28th: N. Pike, Problems for the notion of divine omniscience, pp. 465-472. Topics for final paper 
assigned. 
Th. 30th: Nicholas Wolterstorff, God is ‘everlasting’, not ‘eternal’, pp. 485-494 
May T. 5th: Eleonore Stump and Norman Kretzmann, A modern defence of divine eternity, pp. 505-518 
Th. 7th: P. Helm, A different modern defense of divine eternity, pp. 519-530 
 
Final paper due on Exam Week (exact date TBD) 
 
Final note: I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus. In case this happens, you will be notified by 
e-mail.  
 


